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Unless it were later intelligence from Fraxox, of
which we are in hourly expectation, showing in
what manner the new Provisional Governmen®and
the People have been able to maintain between them
a good understanding, snd at the same time to exe-
eute the laws, &c., we do not know that any thing
is likely to be so interesting, at this moment as the
subjoined Proceedings of the Military Court assem-
bled in Mexico for the purpose of inquiring into the
conduet of the Commanding General and other high
Officers of our own Army.

l

NamioNaL Parack, Mexico, Marcu 15, 1848,

The Court of Inquiry ordered by the Precident of the Uni-
ted States 1o inguire into certain alleged charges ugsinst Major
Genéral Pierow and Brevet Lisutenant Celonel Deoveax,
preferred by Major G | Scorr; also, to inguire into cer-
tain charges against Major General Scorr, preferred by Brevet
Major Geaeral Wonru, met this morning at 10 o’clock.  The
members of the Court are as follows :

Brevet Brigalier General Naruax Towsox, Paymaster
General, President ; Brig. Gen. Uaren Cusmixo and Brevel
Col. Wau. G. Birksar, Licat. Col. 5th Iufantry, members ;
Capt. 8, C. Rivszsrr, 4th Arillery, Judge Advocate.

On the Judge Advocate reading the order requiring the
Court to assemble, Gen. Scorr presented himself, aceompa-
nied by Col. Hitcucocx, Inspector Geperal ; Capt. H. L.
Scorr, A. A. G.; Lieut. T. Wirnians, A. D. €, and
other officers of the General's stafl,

Al preliminary business having been arranged, the Court
announced itself realy to proceed in its deliberations.

Gen, Score rowx and said that, at the proper lime,
would ask of the Court what peisons were 10 be befiro it as
accnsed parties, and what suhjects it designed to investigate.

The Juuas Apvocats was desired by the President to
resd ﬂle orders for the assembling of the Court, which baving
been done— : g !

Gen. Scorr addressed the Court, stating that it was his
desire at the commencement of the proceedings that sll the in-
terested pariics shoukd be present in the court, though he did
not deem this at all indispensable ; be would be perfectly
satisfied with any order or rule that might be adopted by the
Court in that particular ; but, as some remarks he might have
to make would particularly refer t5 Lieat. Col. Duncan, he
desired that that officer, shove all others, should be present.
He also wished 1o be informed by the Court whether any
officer, saparate fiom himse!f, Major Gen. Prirow, and
Ligut Col Duscas, were embraced in the order read by
the Judge Advocate as accusod parties, Gen. 8. did not
bave the s ghtest'Uesire to embarrass or retard the proceedings
of the Court ; he said it would materially eclighten his path
in the eourse ho should deem proper to pursue, if he could be
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Jikely 1o take up much time of the Court, it shou
aside, sod bis case taken up.

agaivst the Lientensnt Colonel,
on his part ofan old general

il wul re-establi
Junuary 28, 1847, aguinst the publication in newspapers, &e.
ol unnothovised

pending the campui I.qu!I

submitted to the President of 1‘h€%
he might appeint (us no other could) a

reguliation agminst the evi

secute it before this or any other tribunal,

duty, but most relustantly, to prefer aguinst the same

Hoping and believing that the statements' made in that {
lished letter, however injurious to the wath of histary, aud 10 |
she same extent to myselt, were made from the want of correct

eourteously sent o stafl’ officer to invite Lieut. Col. Dugean t
visit me, hefore 1 pean . !
lhe | tion, intending to point out to him the errors of fact commit- | Capital of Mexico,
ted—to refer to the evidenee, written and oral, 1o confute those | my commanil, 1 find m
errors ; and I pledged myself, through the same messen
thit, il the personal inerview should not fesult in ben
the Lieu'enant Colonel, it sh by p po

prevent it, work un injury to him before any court. My re- | done in thut quarter (o injure, o d
quest was eourteously declined.

Id nlso be laid
THE CASE OF LIEUT. COL. DUNCAN.
Gen. Seoll rose, und, with a short preface, read the follow-

ing document {o the Court, which was now duly organized in
the case of Col, Dapcan :

Mr, President, and @entlemen of the Court :

1 desire, u permission, to make the following statement

in presence and heariog of Brevet Licutenant Colonel Dunean,

which moy save the time of this Court, as well us thut of the

part ies before it,

wilth a specification under ench,

The first alleges a bresch
ulution of the army, republish-
nited States

I have laid two

the President of the
or s from an wrmy 1o the field,
rm and whieh regulation the
President direets all in military authovity striotly to enforee.
As u prineipal conservator at the time ol the peace, the har-

mony, and diseipling of the army, I thought it my daty to ar-
rest Brevet Lieut, Col. Duncan Tor a publication of that cha-

saeter, and Juid the speeific eharge in Auea!on, which I duly

nited States, in order that

or its trink. The President having t proper, on on ad-

mitted, eertain, wnd specific @et, 1o order an inguiry into, and |

wi o trial of the matter, it is elearly not for me to uphold this
ut indifference on the subjest. 1
hereture withdeaw thet charge and its specification, and ulter-
y decline, without furthe: orders from the Presideat, to pro-

The seeond charge and specifieation, which T thought it my |

nt |
ficer, relates to matters of fact thereiu st forth, quoted from |
lie same letter, republished here under his own signature, |
b= |

1
0
ed that sesond charge and its specificn-

alormation, and from oo intention to misrepresent fiets,

o,
Lo

R

1d _not ity, if L could

1 desire now to pive to Lieut. Col, Duncan anather oppor-

tunity of ssying whether he was not ignorant, st _the time of | titade, strong in
writing the leiter, of the fucts—Tst.
Puebla for this basin, in August last, it had been my bias and
expectution that the Ameriean army would be obliged to o

at, long before leaving

|
woach the Mexican capital to the left, or south about of the :
kes Chaleo and Xochimilea s 2d, That, ufter general head- |

quarters had reached Ayotla, Augdst Lith, I had showéd au | caused me to be struck down from the high and ho
equal solicitade to pet additional information of that route and -
those ot the Penon and Mexi

ing from Ayotla, August 12th, oral T /|
jor Genersl Worth 1o push further inguivy isto Clisleo, as to | been pre-gequitted and rewarded. T
:he character of the southernmost route, (around the two | exuli
nkes,) 1
tions 1}0 the same cffeet, from the same place—my quarters ut | geanee.  Let him, Mr. President, go fort
Ayotla ; 4th, That during my stay there, from the 11th to the

§ 3. Fhat besides send- |
t ons to Brevet Mu- |

Augnst 13th, to that General, written instrue- |

court martial -

| into, wnd not that of Brevet Major Gen.

“ jor Gen. Brott, after | thal
| evidenoe, w :;'t ﬂl. mn“m
avertjents in 10 the : i
{amd Chalog, said that uiE
l}uu_c;:n‘ an l:ﬂ.i o y :Inm' ‘ i
plical n L
L"%:.s;:f.‘i‘.;-: sud cliewhere * "‘WW abandou its pro-
| This paper was sccardingly recel) M ‘aud entered oi the re-
cord a6 & pﬂ“iﬂﬂ of the ﬂlwﬂm o : o
Maj. Gen, Scoit presented two letters which were o part of

[ the correspondence with Gen. Pillow, ed yesterday,
and desired ihat they should be placed on the record as such.
The President said that he wwﬂ'ww.ng of the

| case af Col. Dascan frst.

Gien. Beott said he would be perfectly satisfied with what-
ever course the Court would pursne.  Owing to the mison-
derstanding he labored under, relative to the not being

| open to-day, be neglected the promise made by him yesterday,
L of presenting a eertain docwiment, d&e. Wwere persons
| employed at that moment  copying ity and it would be in the
Court in a fow moments,

After some deliberation the Coutt decided to take up the
gase of Lieut, Col. Duncan, and the room was cleared.

On the Court being re- the following decision was
read in the case of Lisut, Col. Duncan. ;

o Thut all further ngs in this case be stuycd until
veport ean be maile to and instructions received firom the See-
retary of War in the premiges.” ek

CASE OF GENERAL SCOTT.

The President informed Gen. Scott that his case was then
before the Court.  Upon which Gen. Scoft subitied the fol-
lowing : j

¢ In reference to the construction pat by she Court on l.lae
oriders of the President of the United States auder which it is
assemhiled, that only the conduet of Major Gen. Seott, Major
Gen Pillow, and Eieut Col. Dunean, as set forth in the writ-
ten nccusations against them, respectively, is to be inquired

[ inst whom
there was also n written charge laid before IMNII of the
United States ; and in reference, also, to the letter of Brevet
Myjor Gen. Worth to the Court, withdrawing his appeal or
accusution against the said Scott, but leaving its venom, muinl
on the ground that the President had done the said Wort
¢ tull andl ample justice,” the said Seott several times essay ed
to address the Court, but was as often stopped and requested (o

‘homé, orto testily welobe a commission

eourt;
ﬂ'ﬂc season is vear at haud when the court
parties will pot be able to leave this cowstry for home

m.g&v‘hnlm peet of a poace be-

ween the United s amd Mexico, be consum=
m‘ﬁw w0 this whole wm?:{mhmc in
Congidering that, immedintely on  such  consummation,
or Geversl Pillow would, b,{heupnuumnarlhu l:“-r
which e holds his commission, be out of the army,
therefore no longer amenable for hissets to any milituy

military eourt even at
*oaticring

1

tribunal:
Considering that, in preferving the charges inet that
offieer, 1 v'il:‘m'o lwlgl by unuf desire to *‘: the dis-

ciplive and honur of the army—not having ever had the slight-
est personsl. quarvel or diffienity with him—and that the time
m probubly gone by for benefiting the serviee by a convietion

In view of all these considerations | shall, My, President,
decline prosecutivg the charges and specifications agninat
Maujor General Pillow befove this preliminary court, without
its speeial orders, o the further instruetions of the President
of the United States. Respuctfully submitted.

WINFIELD S8COTT.

Mexico, Mancn 16, 1848, ;

Gen. Pillow having withdrawn his opposition to the above
document being recorded, read the following preamble :

JMr, President and Gentlemen of the Conrt :

In reply to the paper submitted by the in this
case, in which he, for the rveasous therein stated, declines to

prosecute the cha nst me, 1 leave respectiully to

say, that I see, ihm‘m'n‘:lnu aldgu::dbfftme to justity Iﬁs{h.

laninination. :
First, it in said Gen. Seott that * he is stricken down

M'hit?wcgmﬁm , and Mmul’&:-m g‘t::rd‘ll
and his prisoners, the aceiser and the aceused, the iuno-
cent and the guiliv, are, with that strange exception, all thrown
before you, to or justice as we may."”

How the release of Gen, Worth, by the Government, should
be thought to constitute any renson for ubandoning the prose-
cution against myself, I am at a loss to mﬂ-n:n:l‘

1 was uware, from my condemnation beﬁr:-lrﬁl in General

ay

reduce his yemarks to writiog.  With that deeision or req
of the Court be now suceinetly eomplies, as follows:

“ My, President and Gentlemen of the Court - Here, inthe
] d the A iean arms, under
sclf but u prisoner at la s chiefl
eriminal before this Court. Deeply wounded, m{ military

vide is cust down icto the dust—not by th:dvnltl onmg:
ut by the strong arm of power from home,  All that could
egrade, and humble me,
here and elsewhere, has been agcomplished. But, estained
by the Almi sell strong in conseious ree-
[ xht"V:.niwd and myi’m..; in all the means of
seli-defence, I bid defi to my 5. 1 shull aot plead
the letter withdrawing the aTnl against me in bar of trial.
Nay, I ehallenge the writer of that 1o come forward and
do his worst.  But no doubt he thinks—and with resson—that
Jie has done hiv worst. Here, in view of the enemy, he has
©eom-
wand of s most gallant and triumphant army, He bas cansed
me first Lo be proju aud punished at houe, s then to be
brought forward to be tried again, while lie, my junior, has
he President has, we are
y told, done him ¢ full and ample {jnuic_u:.’ ng, sir,
in double measure—justice to his pride, and ilul.lt_w_l.? his ven-
1 rejoicing in the
Withoat envyiug him his

Menitude of Exceutive favor.

|

e . A 15th of Augnst, 1 sent a Mexiean of in . from Avyotla, | honors, I shall, st the end ot this Court, have dl:ll.'llu l’iL_h him
informed of the impression of the ‘-'“';“‘ in that particular, independent of Drevet Major General Worth's, sll avound to | fovever.  Aguin, Mr. President, I repeat. my sttitude is that
The Court wisbing time for delibetation, the room was | the villa e of Xachimileo, to report to me whether any recent | of defiance. WINFIELD SCOTT.

clearad for the space of half an bour, and upon being reopen-
ed, the follfwing decision was rendered :

¢ That the conduet of Maj. Gen. Prcvow and Brevet Lt
Col. Dexcas willy under the order, be jnvestigated, us far as
their conduet isinvolved in the charges preferred sgainst them
by Major Gen. Scorr i and also the Coart will exawine into
the merits of the complaint of Brevet Msjor Gen. Wounrn
ageinst Major Gen. Scorr ; and no other parties sre before
the Court under any order known to the Court.”

The Court also informed Major Gen. Scott that all the
parties to which the order referred would be present in court
the next mornicg, at the regalar hour of meeting.

Gen. Scorr then rose and said : That the Coart might well
conceive how much, how deeply, he had been wounded by
the information just commuuicated. Far distant from his
esuntry, his home, and bis family, he found himeell bat o
prisoner at large in the capital of tke Mexican republic ; strack
down by the supreme military power from a high command—
a command of some eonsiderable elevation, of some consider-
able glory—ihe highest, perhaps, in view of the numbers, the
valor, and prowess of the army, held by sn American soldier
sinee the days of WasmiseTox. Nor was this all. He
found bimself placed as the chief criminal before the Court,
and was informed that one of the partics against whom a spe-
cifie charge was preferred by bim had been nequitted and re-
wazded, before-frial, by the highest coustitutional military
authority of our country. The accused had now become the
aceuser, the judge the criminal. Deeply wounded as I am
continued the General, [ pause, but not for ideas—they crowd |
upon me ; not for want of feeling—my feelings are too doep |

for ottersnes ; but [ wish, Mr. President, to keep in order— l

if these remarks are not so, | bow in deference Lo the decision
of the Court.

The Pazsinext, in reply, stated that the remarks were
infringing upon the rules of order, and Gen. Scorr immedi-
stely resumed his seat.

Whereupon the Pazsinext declared the Cournt adjourned |
unti] the following morning. '

Secoxp Dav—Marcn 16, 1848, '

{
The Coart met pursuant to adjour '

Quite a host of colonels, captaine, and others, from the new |
and old line of the army, were in the room. |
The Court being duly organized, and the members duly |
sworn to perform their daties impartially, &c.— |

Gen. Scorr rose and swid that he was present for the pur-
pose of hearing any thing that could be said against him re- |
garding the appeal which, if be understood correctly, had beon |
placed upon the record of the Court. TheGeneral then pro- |
duced a paper, which he sid, with the consent of the Court, |
he intended to read, relaling to t ted with the |
arrest of Lieut. Col. Duncan. He remarked that he did not
consider it & bar in any of the proceedings regarding any and

all charges brought sgainst him. He stood there ready 1o |
meel any accusation—be felt himsell strong, morally snd |
lly wo.
be P{'nlidant of the Court interposed, and said that no
action would be taken on any letier not then formally before
the Court.

Gen. Secott said that, if the Court did not permit him to
state his opinions in regard w letters which be knew to be the
source upon which the charges were brought against him, then
be no stood there a suppliant for justice. He took his
stand in an attitude of defiance. {

The President ssid that Gen. Seott’s remarks were prema- |
ture, and requested the Judge Advocate 1o read the following ]
letter -

Heavquantens or Tas Finer Divisiow,
Tacubaya, ( Mexico,) March 14, 1848,
To Gen. N. Towsox, Pres. Court of iy -

Sim : lo the matter of my appeal from Major Gen, Scott,
Commarnder-in-ehief of the Army, the Premdent has done me
full and ample justice.  In view of the interest and harmony
of the serviee, | desire to withdraw the accumtions which |
made in that appesl against Major Gen. Seott. 3

“Lhmve the honor 1o be, v ully, your ebedient
servant, W. J.“a'on' H, Brevet Maj. Gen.

Afier the reading of the letter, the Court st with closed |
doors for some time, and upon their being re-opened, the |
Jodge Advocate dthat all motions, questions, points,
&e. ded o be | i before the Court, should be
done in writing.

Gon. Beolt raised an objection to the decision of the Court.
He said this was o bim s new ing. Was he to be
slopped st every comet, to be in a mewsyre opposed in his
efforts 1o scquit himwell > Yet still he would use every effort
1o earry out the ohjeets for which the Court was formed. He
therefore would cheerfully submit to the decision of the Coun,

nd say no more on the sulject. -
The Court here remarked that the proceedings in the case
General Beott would be stayed for the present, if no ob-
Jections were made, and proposed to proceed to the case of

Gen. Pillow.
that he would require a short time of the

2 =

Geon. Beott
‘ourt to reduce o writing the few remarks made by him be-
fore leaving the Court. He desired those remarks to be
placed upon the record, with a few more remarks he was about
*d*ﬁwpﬁw' Court. It would save the ne-
would sk of the Court not to take up the case of M
:Htuw until it had disposed of that of Lirut Col.

o wanl

-

which he did not desire. He
ajor Gen.
Dedesn.
what he bad 1o say in that ease in

writing, how dificult it was for the most in
Mr.ﬂp understood (here were soveral

a

tring the same southern route, in whicly serviee the Captain
found  himscll anticipated by the reconuoitring

change bad taken place in that route, either in the way of arti- |

ficiul defences or fiom overflowing of the lukes ; and, 5th,

That in the evening of the 13th of the same month, 1 causcd |
Capt. Masan, of the Engineers, to be instructed to proceed the
next mworning 10 the headtpuarters of Brevet Major Genernl |
Worth at Chaleo, in order to his being employed in reconnoi- |

party under |
ours hefore,

!

Lieut, Col. Dunesn, who had alrendy, several

advanoed by orders of the said Geneyul, seting under my re-

peated instructions, on that serviee.
I am aware, Mr. President, that 1 have no right to call up-
on Liedt Col. Duncan before this Court to give cither a gene-

ral or specific snsver to those points.  He i therelore entire-
Iy at liberty to tuke oo notiee of them, and errtainly hissilence
onght not, and canaet in law, operate to his pr(-jné'u:u, herve or
elsewhere ; but if e answers the interpellation in the affirma- |
tive, saying that he was ignorant of the material facts asserted
above, 1 stand resdy 1o withdraw and abasdon, upon his word,

the second churge and its specification which I bave preferred
aguinst him. Respectfully submitted.
WINFIELD SCOTT.

Mzxico, Manen 16, 1848, i

Lieut. Col. Dancan then wrote and sabmitted the fullowing
m reply : ]

** In writing the letter to which Major General Seott refers
in his paper just presented to the Court, viz. the*'l ampico
letter,” 1 believed the facts therein set forth to be /i

“ Mevico, Mareh 1T, 1848." 3
On the reading of the above document, Gen. Worth rose

{ and asked if he might be permitted 1o ask a question of the

Court ?
Gen. Scott here interrupted, and said that be understood that
gentleman (Gen, Worth) to be bere only as a prosecutor,
and as such he had no right to speak. ’

President. These interruptions cannol be indulged in.

Gen. Scott. - Don't upply that remack to me, sir.

At this point the proceedings were, it apprared, about to
take rather a violent turn, when the President sgain rose and

| said that these irregularities should be stopped, and ordered
| the room o be eleared, in ordér that the Court might delibe-
| rate wpon the document then before them.

On the opening of the Court it was announced that pro-
ceedings in the case would be stayed provided no objections
were made by the parfies. It wue also announced that the

| Coart adjourmned the case of Gen. Scott for the pfesent, in
| order to give the bers lime to ider the paper pre-
sented by him more fully, In the mean time the case of
| Gen. Pillow was ordered lo commence.

CASE OF GENERAL PILLOW,

Gen. Scott rose and said that be beld in his hand an origi-
nal letter from Gen. Pillow, addressed to the chief officer of

| his (Gen. Scott’s) stafl.  He hadintended to have presented it

true ; I atill ¢ vlieve 2o, 1 had vo desire to detruct dirceily or
indireety from the merita of any officer, pud o one can regret
more than mysell if 1 have done so0.™

Gen, Seott bere reiterated that he bad no right to interro-
gate Lieut. Col. D., and that his (Licut. Col. D."s) silence
could not be considered as prejudicing him. The answer given
did not meet the inquiry he had made. The goestion was,
| was Lieut. Col. D. ignorant of the facts, &c. On his answer

fro that question would turn the course he (Gen, S.) should

| pursue.

Lieat. Col. Duncan then made an addition to hid former
answer, and presented the whole in the words folluwing, as
his reply :

“In writing the letter to which Major General Seolt refers

t ; and, in addition | in his puper just presented to the Couart, viz. * Tampico letter,” | country.
to the gentlemen present on the day previous, were Mujor 1 believed the faets therein set forth o be substantially true ; |
Generals Pillow and Worth, and Brevet Lieut. Col. Duncan. | [otll believe so. 1 have no desire to detruct, directly or indi- |

rectly, from the merit of any officcr, and no one ean regret
moré than mysell if 1 have done so. 1 have no evidence that
the statements presented in the paper of Major General Seott
ure fucts ; if they are so, [ eertuinly was ignorant of them when
1 wrote the Tampieo letter, and ‘;.m them now for the first
time, Hespeet submitted.

JAMES DUNCAN, Brt. Lt, Col.
 Mexice, March 10, 1848."

The case of Col. Duncan was then, by order of the Court,
laid anide for the present.
THE CASE OF MAJOR GENERAL PILLOW,
After the members had been qualified in this case, the Judge

Advocate progeeded to read the charges of Gen. Scott against |

Gen. Pillow.

Gen. Scott aleo proceeded to read a written argument in
this case, which he prefaced by observing that he was there,
an he said before, the | instead of the , stricken
down from a high command, and far removed from home and
family —placed as it were in a crowd where all had to scramble
for justice ; and therefore he would not prosecute the charges
which he proceeded to detail to the court.

In the statement Juid before the court by Gen. Scott, was
set forth the efforts and overtures mode by the latter
to effect an armogement of what he considered to be
a breach of discipline committed by an officer of the army.
But it would appear from the same statement that Gen. Pil-
low refrained from baving aoy such srrangement or explana-

| (and an an

he had alao) yesterdsy, but did not doso through
| some inadvertency on hispart,  He theo read the ollowing :
Crrx or Mzxico, Noveusun 18, 1847,
Sin: Understanding that the General-in-ehicl has it in eon-
! templation, atan early duy, to order portions of the army 1o
| distant posts in the intevior, and supposing thut the re-organi-
| zation of the “regulars™ has been ordered with that view, it
beeomes my duty—as my witnesses in the charge preferred
| ngainst mwe by the General-in-chiel are mostly cohrnced in
the newly organized brigades—to inguire if it is posile any
| eotumn will marel before the arrival of the expected srder of
| the Government in regard to my teial, 10 50, 1 desire to be
| informed what setion the General will take in regand 1o the
witnesses, having in view the interests of the service and m{
lown right to & specdy and impartial trial ; neither of whie
| ean be had if my witnesses are ordered to distamt paris of the

Very r:lpwtful'l:‘;. E

1D. J. PILLOW, Gen. .S, AL
To Capt. H. L. Scorry A A A. G,
| Upsn the reading of the letler Gen. Scott remarked that he
| wrote on the back of it, and directed the Adjutant General
| (Capt. Scott) to furward to Gen. Pillow the following reply :

| Heanauvantens or TaE Annx or Mixico,
Mexzico, December 20, 1847,
Sin: [have Iaid your note, November 15th, 1847,
instend (by mistake) the 18th instant, before the General-in-
| ehiel, who intrusts e 1o reply ua followa ;
He is well awnre that the
ence of the parties require that there "
| delsy either in the commencement or completion of your
| trial, Hence, by the first ity, he asked the Presi-
| dent, 5 the law obliged him, as the tor, todoin the
case, that & general eourt martial hmﬂ_‘l, and, with=
| out presuming lo-mthphuufh-ﬁm itior granted
| it would be uear the great body of officers who would be noeded
as members of the evurt and witnesses. Henee, slw, he, thg
| General-in-chief, in the letter he cansed to lnmlljln-n:_-d to
you on the 30th ultimo, posed to _yom to take, by con
the depositions of &H.Ijx.:lllm l..,Cﬂ here, but sbout tm
turn (o the United States, in order (o save some two months
in sending home, after the meeting of the court, s commis-
sion 1o take the depositions of the mme This pro-
| position yon declined, and | in the snswer, dated the
| 1t in Lant, to enterinin the or expestation that the court
fur your trial would be lx meet somewhere in the Unoi;
| ted States, which might, N - nimber
| officers, as b .s::d :’h s ﬁ:’- a army, “W all
» Whe=

tion as was proposed by Gen. Scott.  Gen. Scout, in |
sion, proposed, however, to withdiaw all the charges made
against Gén. Pillow by him, unless, as in the other case, per-
emptorily ordered by the court, or by the President of the
United States, to prosecute them further.

Gen. Pillow ross and informed the court that he
against any such course as that propowed. He would place
himself on the
quiry. He was ready to vindicate his conduet, and he would
and dJid desire an investigation into it at the hands of the
court.

and as Lie felt some concern in the termination of the .
ings of the court, he begged ion to file & very briel
stalement in reflerence to the matier then before them.

The President rose and made a remark, which we did not
axactly hear, when Gen. Scott rose and said that ke had yet
to learn by what right or rule the gentleman who last address-
ed the court was permitted there to introduce himeell 15 the
sitention of the court, or whether the subject he brought be.
fore the court belonged 1o the business of the cogrt,

The President informed Seott that he was 10t in or-
der, and added that when the gentleman (Gen. Worth) spoke
to the Court, the Court was not aware whal be was about to
communicate.

Gen. Beott. Neither did the Court know what I wa« abont
o communicale just now, when the Court thought proper 1o
arrest me in my remarks.

The President. Major Gen: Scott ininformed that this Coynt
bms its rights, and will not be in any way restricted. The

| Court fucther informs Major Gen. Scott that be has his rights,

and be shall be fully sostained in them:

Gen. Scott, Major Gen, Soott has been endowed with rights
by the God of nature, and the sume Power has given lim the
power 1o maintain those rights, and he asks no other,

Some remmirks having been made on the subject of corres.
pondence relating 1o Gen. Scott and Gen. s the Presi-
mzdrml a0 adjournment of the Court until 10 o'clock
next day.

Tump Day—Marou 17, 1848,
The Court met at the usual hour, 10 o' 4 but owing 1o

the wbsence of Gien. Scott, the business of the duy did not

al en-

commence until 11 o'clock, the bour when the
o0 e Court,
Gen. Boott commenend by ape

Pr
of the case, and he demanded an in- |

Gen. Worth said, that, as his name had been introduced, |

military operatious for  time agniust the publie encmy
| ther you p tne inf) 0 to emb the public serviee
| is best known to yourself,
| In conclusion, | am instrueted to say that, should » court be
| ordered for your trial in this mlr‘; officers who may be on
detached serviee in the same may 10 the place of
trial in a third of the time that will be o scid home &
commission for taking the depositions of the witnesses before

slluded 1o,

Very » bee. H. L. SCOTT, A. A, A. G.

Mujor General Pirwow, 1

The Cmiﬂuﬂb&@&mmw ready to re-
ceive any corespondence w L proper topresent.

Gcn.’ﬂh. said that he to know if Gen. Seott
persisted in his determination of baving the communication
| presented by him the day before recorded,

Gen. Seotl replied thet be would abide by that document.
The Court would perceive that in it he stated his reasons for
| abandoning the He had nothiog 10 do with the
| paper ; it belonged to the Court.
| ‘gbapnpﬂlbon mentioned was read o Gen, Pillow by
| the Judge Advocate, as follows :
Mr, .Prrn‘ibllaud fientiemen :{ﬂeht:m :

Having, in the maimensnee ol w mel n peceasary
we, drawn up charges and speeifieations against three
November 28th, 1847, to the of War, with a request,
in ench ease, that the President of United Snu‘b:::l,
| May a:::m, would apjnint a
trial of the same.

is the result: T am wricken down
oue of the arrested Generals is pre-
and the ovher parties—the judge and

revpeoting & i
United m

number of speeifications

pd‘:llm-:l?::" 'lh s of the
in the newspapers
the seeond embracing a

Mr. President, that 1 asked for & General Court
Maurtial, to try, nnd defi to determine, coses
defined and set out, and that this preliminey has no
power beyond the mere eollecting of Bots, and an ine

' that, if we now proseed, the whale Isbor mast

be gone over again, at le the parties nod w)
*ﬁz witnesses, o the :ﬂh
: and on that of the defance alno, have
to the States in the Jong intervl that has been
to

sinee November 28—100 days, of which 50

he had occasioned the 7t '
Bl e e o . i
;%h do hm’:L funeral obsequ by mutaal w of departng anes, on
et Jonx . Anaws. The loth siden, to be rend in at the trial,
& few minutes, in arder 1o make soms artiele of war, whieh proposition Major Geners| '
b nbg;lwbyﬁ-h'“ um—-ulm - The
the ease of Liewt. Col. Dunean. o Lk
..w'w‘:"«:‘“'w _ xm!ﬁ%ﬁn e T ope
iy the reply of Lisut. Col. Duncan, ired 1o oivil 1, i thdvetive net

of the serviee and the conveni- desi
be no wnarniduble | €VEr

ro then under my commund, I transmited the papers, | snxious

Fountst Dy a8 20, 1848,
The Court met this at .0 'clock,

Journment, The crowd of

rlﬂphﬂﬂlt’“i@! cireumdances, W

had caused the or jon of that Cout,
The the lnst day havivg

Judge Advocale— i

resent a bearing. is caso,

o sﬂi’.,mx”

to his W&. !

the city, thut the Court had it in contemplation

journ to the United States, and refer afl

now before it to the Government.  If such decision (said Gen.

Scott) has been taken, or is likely (0 be taken, 1 desird ko

sul ltplpﬂm!lllﬂa" & definite rmpﬂt‘hn the Court,

uml request that that document shall be read previons to any

other, : he 3 . !
The President said the Court had come o no such decision

on the subjeet. :
) ‘Gon, Worth

Gen. Soott said he' abjected to un or dosument:
iy
bim in no other light than he did any bystander.  ~

The President said : would be read
by i o it (b Coy B ot ok i e 1
it did read any sueh it was then optional with Gen.
&g:mobj“‘ e gy

.
ceedings conducted her C the ' Supreme
Gourt) Wl i el 1 m?ne%(m he was
then befors, had no precedent in the mode in which it was

about to proceed. assuming 8 position s dif-
ferent from that w “zhdmn;uqdwmi
Was the Court, he would uak the guestion, 1o prejadge the
tion, and snnounced thatthe Court was closed, in order to de-

the Court to
- :

e e by i, (G W) s

g

Scott said herhad been in, and undersiood how pro- |

Y n AN

;o sither side’ shoullbe fi

: U Ilh' " g i M s T '"‘&‘j'
POy b Dapdtiiy: Byl
ed that a Mwhﬂ&' g o

M'LW'MI e

Orders “ No. 349, that the prosceutor acted as  judge, snd | Jibarate as | : enbuaiied b Gen. . Wasth [~ »
mnd:ru:med :“helﬂl the vietums of his dia::n:u,' m-:':'u should :: :&Wh Ipstar IU - Wonth
not expect that he would avow before this Coust, that o eou- | ™00y the doors being opened, the Julge Advocale resd tHo
sidarod bimsclf a1y judse. T thonght this Cunct vorsh | e OF b Gogre: v ahe eftct tiat I, papere cinineehed
of the case, and was proses ROMIS oL . + PAD
Tﬂtﬂg::dwmﬂ how the fuct that the Goyernment lq;; ard:lm? wilh the mmﬂgm before the Court would be received, but
the preferced agninst bim by Gen. Worth to be iayes- [that ) wil 24 b
l.iﬁ-usd ean afford an; rliﬂ.lﬂl:l_ why he should not proseeute 'Ij't-.! | Gon, Beott psl aubject be-
¢ t me, if 1am guilty. - the other | ’ cs
It is true that Major Gen. has been suspended from | us he held in h a nteni read ; ot
nd ; but I presume that eireumstance does not diprive | the same time he bot o thin kad |
m:f. hi; zﬁp?; oo, Was mnddlz‘;; lly--ﬂle.m-ol': ._“hw“ tlme avhiah! W ol
, Wi imsell'; arrested, o & prisonec, eon= | o 2
u;ol;lelimitnynhhiuu;q; ! three mouths, kud am not | that body, that nothing of the kiud mmw! Here
Sow hr;ﬂmd to nun‘:mad.m 4 ccmaman d be nescasary 10 su-| o8 Scall commenced g ced realiug a paper, when be was igter-
10 prosecu m ecessary to | e i, o e A |
:nable mmc o defend myﬁ ._.&"i'aenb?;ql::wgv‘;r, to .alr ¥ %ﬁ who said the Court wus about to’ consider upon

estublished military usage, while umder the charges of Gen. |
‘Worth, hie was properly suspended from command, and in this |
respeel we upon equal footing. i
he ussertion ** that the whole labor of the ease must be
gone over again” is made under the aesumption that he ean
maintain the charges and prove that they arve true, But in
this I expect to show that is mistaken. This assertion,
based in ervor, can therefore afford vo resson for abundoning

the rpwu:autlmn. ¥

Il any witnesses have gone to the United States, they went
either by Ais arders or by his permiseion, and without my hiy-
ing the power to detuin them.

he two witnesses (not in the line or staff of the army)
whose depositions were proposed to be taken ave stdl within |
reach—Dboth in this eity. Gen. Pieree, the genvral officer who,
1 mproe, is alluded to in the letter, is a material witness for
mysell, The very fuct that he was known to the prosecutor to
be n muterial witness, eonstituted a reason why he should not
have permitted him 10 leave the country.

The General-in-chi-f knew that the effect of ordering my
witnesses out of or allowing them to leave the country would
be to deprive me of their testimony altogether, or greatly to
delay the proceedings in the case. 3

No rule of luw is better established in all courts than that a
party who voluntarily puts witpesses out of the way, or con-
sents to their going, is not entitled to one moment’s considera=
tion or delay on that aecount, The other purty, who is thus
deprived o ’Lwool' neeessary for lis defence, hasa right to came

luin and ask for indulgence ; but, in this case, Jam the parety
njured by the proseeutor (who eontrolled the wituess=s) per-
mitting them 1o leave the y peading his lication for
4 court martial for my trinl. :
hie prosseutor had ne right to ask me to tnke before
any court was ordered for the investigation of his charges. The
thing in itsell’ is unheard of, either in civil or military courts.
In deelining what he has no right to ask, 1 deprive him of wo
right, no previlege, no proof, und he eannot in that find any ex-
cuse for fuiling to prosecute his charges, if, in fitet, T sm not
known by him to be innocent of the chuarge preferred.
The great delay of one hundred and ninety days has been .

L

excessively oppressive upon myself. The publie prints show
that the -pﬂ::um for the eourt martial renched the eity of
Wa ln shout the 26th of December, 1847, The order

for this Court was issued on the 15th of January, 1848, and &
supplementary order on the 17th of the same month, making
about twenty instead of filty days’ delay at Washington. As
this delsy, however, has not affected the proseeutor, 1 do vot
see in it any reason for now abandoning what he once

as x duty.

Tbeu,;wmodobjuﬁuutha adjournment of the Court to
the United Stdes has no force. The case would- be more
Lm-wlydddadwhhmy oourse, sud this too with the

st d: trument to the public service,  Gen. Seott pegs a poor
compliment to the hovor and iuuﬁrily of his own witnesses
when he assumes that they will decline to appesr befor: the
Court to testify to facts deeply affecting purity of the

serviee.

The siekly season, 0 justly dreaded, will not set in until
after the business of the Court in this eity may be readily con-
lnded. Th~ iderstion that a speedy peace may remove
the srmy at onoe from this country, hnsnothing 10 do with the

with the war is an ad-

The fact that my commission expi
ditional reason for eruulin; 1 ulurn
fdn £ the service 1 should be pun-
. and il innocent that 1 should huve the benefit of an ne-

quittal. “The

king any comment on this passage of his

he fall thutm'm-nr&h

the faet will be made
have most influenced the Geoeral-in-

prosecutor farther

bl-nllhu case unless this Court of the
nited States shall order him to do so.

to ex either will make such an order

im to arrest me and there
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in s desision, be it what it mey.

fons, of numerous of-
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g
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dal The Court then adjourned antil ho‘“-m;

not | Which he cannot sustai

like
i |

a subject then it

ous conclusion  the Court bdvm:!a_mﬂg the with-
against Gen, Scott .S,

3 . leit optional with the U

" The President then announced’ that the Court would sit
with closed doots, 1o consider on the above subject, and come
to a final decision thereon. ,
On the doors being opened, the Judge Advocato read the
the final decision of the Court, which was that no further

proceedings be taken on the subject,
A short dilcﬂiimo:nn arose ‘regarding the re: of a
document presented by General Pillow, which he (Gen. P.)

requested to read. d
held in his hand another docu--

* Gen, Seolt at the same time i
ment, which he also requested should be read first, giving as
his reasons that, on being read, it might have a tendency tosome-
what alter the tone of the other (Gen. Pillow's) decument.
‘The maiter was concluded by the document presented by Gen,
Pillow being read, as follows : | i
e Ciry of MExico, March 20, 1848,
LAA vrpriaenlinin m.m'm Gourt by Gen
seen in a to the Court .
Scott, on the 16th inst., lhmuﬁqﬁmtoprmmethedlm
preferved by him against me, but does not withdraw them.

In the reply to that which 1 submitted upon the 17th
inst. L endeavored to show Mlhnmnuw‘frmibyhim
were not fhose whieh determined bis course, und I expressed
my readiness and anxiety to ironeul with the investigation,
Gen, Seott still persists in his determination. Tu his paper,
however, he recognises the right of this Cours fo order him 10
prosecute the case,

In order, therefore, that T may not be understood as nssent-
ing to his course, mi” as waiving l«n t:n:ﬁ u:de of having his
charges aguinst me investigated, 1 now distivetly interpose my
objections to his :mhkmlo.dﬁwu the prosecution, and 1 re-
spectfully ask the Court to order him to prosceute the case.
In masking this application I hope I shall not be thought eap-
tious, or idered troubl

I am aware that, under the circumstances of this case, ns
now presented to.the Conrt, e mption of law, and

inference of aot, from G::?ml J:n eonduet, is in
my mi:l' and 1 lhﬂ:}d submit uuw E the Court, und the
impartial judgment of & just public, without my present sp-

lieation, but for the great weight of charsster possessed b

seneral Scott, and for his having substantially reiterated hi{
charges in his communication to'the Court.

If the Court shall decline to make the order upon General
Scott requiring him to prosecute the ease, 1 to call the at-
tention of the Court to the position in which the czse will
then stand.  The charges having been by General
Scott, were entertained, and their investigation urdered by
the President.

This Court having convened for their investi
Scott sceks to defeat the investigation by withdrawi

prosecution. The charges are, however, still be

and i ol

w 'y to authorize the Court to pro-
L R T

ol not sen. Seott, » un
that order of the Government, requires it to proseed with the
investigation withoot regard to Gen. Scolt’s course  Neither
eivil nor eourts will permit the of justiee
vated or the
utor lmving once come
the Coutt, is bound by its order, and will not be allow-
g ulnnmn:' thcf(:nnrt'; or to nlni:nndhlmulf
i w ug from the n case
pro ey n, where he has mm of do-

General
ng from
the

~§

| o

ing imury by institating proceedings.
nﬁ'ﬂlﬂowb"ohrup&ﬂ!r cliarges serioudly affecting the
charncter and reputation of others; to arrest the vlumi::

the injury and indelibly the stain upon
d, itmnmwud' u’u which it will
t:stnq :,uy civil or mili-

that it is bound, in duty and in law, to with the inves-
tigation ; and | stand Murmd:m.d,ut !
Mit do so. I eannot suffer my character to be thus

and traduced with impunity, and I beg of this

to allow me an y of vindicating my conduct agrinst
im r.
Ll I must submit to any deeision of the Court,
1 deem it my mrmtlhinpplhntlu,nlhﬂfhr
left me of remov inwuﬁmlunmmmmz n
the bat in the very paper in which
Seott wi from rosecution.

,  GID.J. PILLOW, U.5.A.

Gen. Scott then stood up, and, with a few remarks, road
the following : _
Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Court :
I have heard unofficially, with extreme pain, that you are
in order to await, in this eonmry, the
Fxecutive, whether 1 shall h“ w©

secute before this preliminary Court the
tions I have heretofore preferred aguinst Major Gen. Pillow
 Ooorkeh taistos I&.' i aweeitid
sion 1 should be held the
er of this Court somewhore in the dmmﬂh-

W :
undiuol_:dhpmnumu -q.:ndhlb: Court of
'Ml ms " w our
m« lttc'du{ou(lpo:.tb' &H shall nﬂm
ﬂnﬂ, and you are notificd of that faet mCmt. you
report in person st this Department for orders.””
hhunu"'rmh ooes 1 oh m‘h“'
ol "
fute of my demand mhmm
huh‘:.l. 1 -:;:-u Now Mg?ﬁﬂm
this Court ::nm eome o any decision, before
or after u;m : m-':-—

by.
upon

i iagn Al baguts 7w shinriowpiistodiot sosditve gtasi- |

jaie

‘Cuanok IL—Conduct unbecamin
; tleman:

Specification 1.—In this, thet, in order to falsely magni-
fy the generalship, valor, and prowess of the Gen. Pil
Tow inmwﬁc«dp::s;m of the United States, through the
newspaper press of that country, and hastily 1o that
opinion ut the expense of other commanders in mmmn
of Contreras and Churubusco, as well as in utter disregard of
“truth and decency, the said letter, article, or communication,
signed *¢ Leonidus,” written, dispatched, and
aforessid, contains, amang -others, the
ments and ‘assertions : 1. That the action
OContreras, commenced on the 19th of A
now become with the sdvancing forces very
Pillow, seeing five or six thousand men ad
city to reinfores the cnemy, whom he spprebended w
upon Gen. Cadwalader's rear, detached from
| brigade Col. Morgan’s regiment, (which was
| reach,) and ordered it instantly to the support of
| walader’s ;- wherens it was Maj. Gen. Scott who, being
| up, early in the afternoon, with the said Pillow, and
' the suid advancing reinf t of the enemy; directed him,
the said Pillow, to push forward the said Morgan and bis re-
giment, then in reserve, 1o the support of the sid Cadwalader.
2. That ““late in the evening General Scolt came upon
the field and brought with bim Gen. Shields’s brigadé of vo-
| lunteers, whom he advanced to the support of the forces under
| Gen. Cadwaluder, but it was so late they did not get into posi-
| on until in the night ;" whereas the said Scott did not bring
Erilh him Shields's hripd;,“ b;tllud, ﬂ:‘ﬁ&:ﬂmm;:
not evening, d 1 gade,
arrival, paril%l.ﬁ;?:enlhalﬁdﬂdﬂw the said Pillow 1o
push forward the eaid Morgan and his regiment
of the #aid Cadwalader ; and wh
of Shields was not only vp in time
part in the general sction of Contreras, early
of August 20, 1847, but o give strength and
the position of the said Cadwalader and others, near
| ras, in the preceding night. : '
| 8. That ** the next morning before daylight the brigade of
| Gen. Pierce advanced in execution of the original order of
| battle, renewed the assault in front,” &c , designing it to be
- understood by those words, that this movement ulso was made
| by the direction of the said Pillow ; whereas the movement in
| question was made by order of the said Scott, given through
| Uapt. Lee, of the engineers, who had 10 the mid
| Beott & wuggestion to that effect from Brevet Brig. Gen. Smith,
then the senior officer at the village or hamlet near Contreras,
| the enemy's entrenched camp, and with the conception or ex-
Irumiandwhieh movement the said Pillow had no agency
| whatever,
| 4. That * having achieved this signal victory, Gen. Pillow
oo™ phsionty el St hgiiig B 5 04 Snflovopt
| enemy, w ‘
|by|hgn'u&lught!hlvlumyofm in the *
morning, August 20, 1847, was achieved by or com-
mand of the said Pillow : wherens the ssid had slept
six miles from
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